CLASS EXPECTATIONS 2016-2017
I would like to welcome you to fourth/fifth grade!  It will be a wonderful year and I am excited to get to know your child throughout the next several months.
This is a list of things that I do in my classroom.  I know that things are different in my classroom.  If you need any clarification, please let me know!  
Conduct & Effort:

In fifth grade, I expect students to have great behavior! Behavior in my classroom is considered your conduct and effort. Unless a behavior is habitual, I do NOT send this home but expect the student to inform his/her parents. Your conduct/effort grade will be a direct result of what you do throughout the week.  There should be no surprises in how you are doing in your behavior. Behavior is something that you alone control! If you receive 3 or more conduct marks in one week, then you will be sent to the office on a discipline referral. (See Parent Handbook, Appendix 7) and don’t forget this includes missing homework!  In addition to having your conduct and effort recorded, you will also receive a fine.  (The fines will be discussed a littler later.)
Each day the child will begin with his/her game board.  Each child starts out on Free Parking, which means he/she is ready to learn.  As he/ she goes through the day their score may increase for positive behavior or decrease for not meeting our classroom goals.  He/she will record his/her grade for conduct and effort in his/her assignment book.  Then at the end of the week, the student will average his/her grade and that will be recorded in the grade book.  
As you can see below the grades correspond with a different level.     

	A+ (6)
	Pass Go

	A- (5)
	Community Chest

	B+ (4)
	Reading Railroad

	B- (3)
	Free Parking

	C  (2)
	Opponents Tile

	D  (1)
	Luxury Tax

	F  (0)
	Chance


If a child were to receive two “Community Chests”, “Free Parking”, an “Opponents Tile” and a “Pass Go” then his grade for the week would be: 5+5+3+2+6 = 21/5.  This would equal a B+ for the week.  So the average grade entered for that week would be a 90%.  If a student is absent, that day will not be counted against him/her.  If you have any concerns, or questions about this, PLEASE contact me.   
Assignment Books

  Students will fill in their own assignment book each day.  It is part of their morning work.  As we go through the day, the assignment may change depending on the needs of the students and how they perform throughout the day.  I always go over it at 2:40 so the kids have the most up-to-date assignments.  You may also check my classroom website for an online version of the assignments.  It is under the homework link.  Please note that if your child is in 4th grade, he/she will NOT have to do the Social Studies assignment.  And the opposite is true for 5th graders and Science!  (Common abbreviations I use:  WS= worksheet, PG = pages, INB= Interactive Note Book, which is a composition book, & IXL = Online)  Typically, I do NOT make parents sign the assignment book unless missing homework becomes a problem!   You may also see how your child did on their conduct and effort for the day by looking at the monthly layout. 
Reading

  Ms. Klinker and I will be teaching Reading groups this year for 60 minutes. These groups are based upon weekly assessments, classwork, and effort.  Students will be able to movie in and out of groups as their needs change. We will be rotating between doing novels, non-fiction magazines, and the reading book each quarter.
  Homework will be given out on color-coded paper. If you have an assignment for Ms. Klinker, then it will be on yellow paper. Reading assignments for Mrs. Moore will be on blue paper. Students may also be utilizing Google Classroom to answer some assignments too. 
AR

Each quarter students and teachers will be using previous data and information to set quarterly goals. Once your child reaches that quarterly goal he/she will be honored by Mrs. Gross that day as well as the quarterly gathering celebrations.  Reading alone helps kids more than anything else!  Please help by encouraging your child to read!
Spelling

The approach to spelling I use will be different this year.  I have arranged a list of spelling words based upon suggested words to know for fourth/fifth graders.  On Monday, each student will take a pre-test verbally.  Each week students will be tested over 15 spelling words for 5th grade and 12 spelling words for 4th grade. (15/12 is respective to the grades given above.)  If they missed the first 15/12 words on the pre-test, those 15/12 words will be their spelling list.  However, if they got any correct, they will then move on to harder words.  The words that were spelled correctly are then omitted from their list.  
Students will begin by completing a spelling contract.  If the child is successful at completing the contract and receives a 100% on the final test on Friday, he/she will be then automatically receiving a 100% on the contract for the next week.  He/she will not have to do the contact either. 

If you do not have access to Internet at home, a student may utilize the computers during the morning from 8:00-8:15 as well as during work time or recess.  
Starting the second quarter, students will also be responsible for vocabulary of the words that are on their lists.   On Friday students will be tested using spellingcity.com.  This helps encourage students to not only learn how to spell the new words but also the meanings. 

Science/Social Studies  

  In 4th grade, students are tested on ISTEP for Science.  In 5th grade they are tested in Social Studies.  For this reason, Ms. Klinker will be working with the 4th graders and science while I work with the 5th graders with Social Studies.  This will be done simultaneously.  So while the 4th graders are doing Science with Ms. Klinker, I will be teaching Social Studies to 5th graders. Ms. Snodgrass will be attending Ms. Klinker’s classroom during this time period.  

Snacks

Each day, your child may bring a “healthy” snack.  This might include vegetables, fruit, granola, string cheese, juice box, water, etc.  Please do not send a bag of chips, cookies, or soda pop.  They will not be allowed to eat those items.  Students will be given a chance to get their snack sometime in the morning. If a child does not bring a snack, then he/she won’t eat during this time.  Students may bring water bottles but they must remain behind in their locker area.  When they are thirsty they will be allowed to get a drink.  I do this to help avoid wet papers and keep water bottles off of the floor. If there is a two-hour delay, there will not be a snack period!  

Mini-Economy System

As you get older you gain more responsibilities. What might motive a child to want more responsibility?  Perhaps being paid might help! In my classroom, I utilize a mini-economy system.  That simple means, the students will have a job where they can earn money.  Life is funny though because like an adult a consequence for speeding might include a ticket for breaking the speed limit law. The same will be true for the students! When a student breaks the classroom goals, he/she will receive a fine.  As a class, we will be cutting money, applying for monthly jobs, working, keeping a checkbook & savings account, quarterly class store, and a year-end auction.  

Each quarter the class will put on a store for the school!  The tentative dates for our store are as follows: October 7th, December 20th, February 21st, and May 19th. (These dates are tentative and may change due to make-up days if needed!)

Parents are invited to come to this if they would like!  During store, students will have to produce a good that can be sold to schoolmates.  It does NOT have to be something big, enormous or expensive!  In the past some students have sold cookies, brownies, suckers, gift bags, mystery bags, old toys (with written permission from your parents), snow cones, paper stars, origami products, books, cards, bookmarks, movie passes, etc. Ideas of what students sell and how much they charge should be done by the student.  This is their opportunity to make money in the classroom for the auction at the end of the year!   The 6th grade students will also be doing commercials and acting as producers for the 4th/5th graders.  So if the schedules are crazy, it would beneficial for the students to “purchase” supplies from the 6th graders.   

The auction will be held at the end of the year!  I hope to have an auctioneer here on that day!  Throughout the year, if you see something you think would work for the auction, bring it in!  I will store it for free!  We can only auction off what we bring in!  If your parents want to keep it a surprise, then they can drop it off as well!  

Homework

Homework is something you may have in my classroom.  The parent handbook states that the average number of minutes should or can be around 40/50 minutes (4th grade/5th grade). If you use your time, I don’t anticipate you would have that much homework!  One of the perks in my classroom is you earn money by being on time to school and turning in your homework. If you come in after 8:10, you will be fined for late work (a 20% grade reduction) and receive an H for the homework being late.  Part of morning work is for students to hang up their assigned homework on their number.  To help avoid that, get everything ready the night before so you don’t forget things. Students will NOT be allowed to call home for homework, practice clothes, uniforms, money, etc.! If in the event that your family is taking a trip and will be gone for an extended amount of time, the work will be available for you AFTER you return.    In agreement with the handbook the following will be followed:

· First Day Missing: 20% will be taken off the final grade

Assignments will be posted in the morning on the assignment board.  It is your child’s responsibility to write it down; you will be paid for correctly writing your assignments down.  If I notice that homework is delinquent, then I will be require a parent signature every evening.  Work that you do throughout the day should be kept in your homework folder.  It is your responsibility to keep it until I am ready to collect it. 
As a parent I know that sometimes there are not enough hours in the day!  If your child is repeatedly working longer than 40/50 minutes in the evening, please let me know.  I will do what I can to help.  That being said, I do give class time to work.  If students do not utilize work time, then he/she may have more than 60 minutes of homework!  
I will be sending home graded work once every two weeks. As I grade papers, I will put them on an online grade book (more information will come out soon about this) and they are returned to the students’ mailboxes.    Students may take it home at any point, but I will make them take it home at every other week!  I will be putting all information on my website. You may check the student’s grade at any point on Engrade.com.  Please make your child responsible for emptying the folder NOT you!  This helps the child to talk about his/her struggles and successes with you. There will be times that I send home important announcements that may need to be returned with a signature.  Please do so as quickly as possible. 

Sports & Athletics

If students are involved in athletics or cheerleading please know that you must do the following:

1. A student must maintain a C average in each of the academic subjects. (The lowest grade would be a 74%)

2. A student must maintain a C grade in Effort and Conduct. (The lowest grade would be a 74%.)

3. If a student is working up to his/her potential and does not have a C average in the academic subjects, special consideration will be given to that student at the discretion of the teacher and principal.

Technology & Communication

You may contact me at school during school hours at 884-0710.  I can also be reached by use of email, which is what I prefer.  I can be reached at bmoore@sacredheartsite.com.  In the past, I have also utilized Facebook as a means of communication.  In light of tighter security for you and protection for me, I will not be able to “friend” any students. This would also include anyone from my previous classes as well. This year in 4th- 6th grade we have made student accounts in Google Apps For Education. For simplicity sake, Sacred Heart has obtained an umbrella account.  All emails, documents, and apps are under that umbrella. Students may now access a document regardless if they started it on a mac here at school and need to finish it on a PC at home.  This will also be a platform that we are using so that students may contact either Ms. Klinker or myself during e-learning days if needed.  Once again, there will be more information about this as we begin to use it.  If at any point, you have any questions, please contact me. Students are encouraged to BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) to my classroom.  There will be a separate permission form that will be sent home for this.  
I utilize a website called: Weebly (http://mrsbethmooreclassroom.weebly.com/)for my classroom website.  It can be reached by clicking on the link on Sacred Hearts Homepage. (http://www.sacredheartschoolfowler.org/)

 You will find a calendar, assignments, spelling, and the weekly announcements on this site.  I do my best to keep it updated!  I also have a links page that will direct you to a porta-portal.  This is a virtual “bookmarks” page.  You can also find the link to our lesson plan page.  Simple go to the following link:

http://planbook.com/student?t=902261&k=5th
You can also go to the following website: http://www.planbook.com, then put in my email address (bmoore@sacredheartsite.com).  It will then ask for a student key that is 5th.  Once this is entered it will show the plan, homework and/or events.  Please remember that I do NOT have Ms. Klinker’s information on this!  Please remember that this is a plan and not set in stone.  Things happen based upon individual needs of the children.  

Substitutes

In the event that I am required to be gone, I will have a substitute to replace me in the classroom.  I expect the students to be better for a substitute then they are for me!  If your child is written down as being extremely helpful then he/she will receive a $500.00 bonus through classroom economy!  If your child is written down as being disruptive, disrespectful or talkative, then he/she will receive a fine that day as well as from me when I return!  On the days that I have a substitute, students will NOT be learning anything new or taking any test!  Everything that was originally due that day will become due the following day!  Students will spend the day reviewing 5th grade skills!  They will also bring home a letter that they will have to read to you! This letter will explain the different activities they did during the day! Please sign that letter and return it the next day!  The letter will count as a writing grade!  

Chairs/Exercise Balls

Several years ago, I was doing some research online about how to increase cognitive ability in children. From the very beginning, I would like you to know that this is a privilege and a choice.  If your child decides to roll, throw, or misuse their ball in any way, he/she will no longer be allowed to use the ball for a week and you will need to buy it back using their mini-economy money!  If any future problems occur after that, he/she will no longer be allowed to use the ball for the rest of the year!  The students do NOT have to use a ball!  It is completely fine to sit on a regular chair if they prefer!

During our classes that we switch, the balls will be off limits!  At that point, students will use a conventional chair at their table. 

Let’s have a fantastic year!  I look forward to working with you and your child!  
Date: ____________________ 

I have read the class expectations and understand what is expected of me in 5th grade.  If I have any problems or question, I will ask Mrs. Moore.





_____________________________




      (student)




       

        ____________________________

(parent)

        ____________________________ (phone)

        ____________________________ (email)
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